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GERT SIBANDE DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY

POSTAL: PO Box 1748, Ermelo, 2350  |  PHYSICAL: Cnr Joubert & Oosthuise Streets, Ermelo

TEL: 017 801 7000  |  FAX: 017 801 1207

EMAIL: records@gsibande.gov.za  |  WEB: www.gsibande.gov.za 

SPONSORED PROFILE

The Gert Sibande offices, which 

were previously located in 

Secunda, are located on the N17 

Corridor in Ermelo. The District is 

bounded by Ekurhuleni Metro in 

the Gauteng province to the west, 

Sedibeng District Municipality 

(DM) in the northern Free State to 

the south-west, Ehlanzeni DM to 

the north-east in the Mpumalanga 

province, Nkangala DM to the north in Mpumalanga province, 

Amajuba DM to the south-east in KwaZulu-Natal, and Swaziland to 

the east.

 The Gert Sibande DM is an economic hub for mining, agriculture 

and tourism. It is also the home to huge industries such as Sasol, 

Eskom, Mondi, and other gold and coal mines. The centrality of the 

offices ensures easy access to the District by stakeholders and rural 

communities, which ensures cost effectiveness.

 The office building consists of 182 offices, with a state-of-the-art 

reference library open to the communities. This building is designed 

to be interactive as it has an Expo Centre that can be used for 

events such as wedding expos, farmers’ expos, and can even host 

conferences. The construction of these offices began with planning 

in May 2008. This huge project took only 17 months and was 

completed in February 2011. The project has provided numerous job 

opportunities for local labour and business.

VISION 
A district municipality striving to excel in good governance and 

quality infrastructure.

MISSION
Ensuring a better life for all in the District through:

• municipal infrastructure development 

• economic and tourism promotion

• functioning ward committee system

• community and stakeholder participation

• efficient systems and administration 

• human development.

Clr Mishack Nhlabathi
EXECUTIVE MAYOR

Clr Snana Emily Dhlamini
MADAM SPEAKER

Clr Tunu Agnes Mnisi
CHIEF WHIP

Mr C A Habile
MUNICIPAL MANAGER

Mr Anil Singh
CHIEF FINANCIAL 

OFFICER

CORPORATE VALUES
• Customer Focus       • Excellence                • Accountability  

• Service-Orientated      • Responsiveness

HISTORY
According to the Census 2011 estimates, Gert Sibande is home to 

1 043 194 people. The District has shown a slightly larger population 

growth than provincial and national averages – 1.7% per annum on 

average from 1996 to about 2007, compared to 1.6% in the province 

and 1.3% nationally. In the same period, Mkhondo grew at an annual 

average rate of 3.2%, making it the fastest-growing municipal 

population, followed by Dr Pixley Ka Isaka Seme (2.3%), Msukaligwa 

(2.3%), Lekwa (2.1%) and Govan Mbeki (1.7%), while Dipaleseng (0.2%) 

and Chief Albert Luthuli (0.3%) rates were the only municipalities 

below the provincial average.

 More than half of the District’s population (52.76%) and almost 

two thirds of the households (62.04%) live in urbanised areas. 

With nearly a third of the households (29.67%) residing on farmland, 

a lot of pressure has been put on local municipalities in the region 

to collaborate with farmowners to provide land, a challenge that has 

been faced to a greater or lesser extent in most parts of South Africa. 

Furthermore, people residing in rural areas (more than 8% of the 

District’s population) do not own the land on which they live, which 

means they do not qualify for receiving housing subsidies that come 

with proper services.

 In 2008, blacks accounted for the majority (90.7%) of the Gert 

Sibande population, while whites, coloureds and Asians comprised 

8.2%, 0.5% and 0.7% respectively. This variable is consistent with both 

the provincial and national population characteristics. In the case of 

the constituent local municipalities, Chief Albert Luthuli, which is a 

more rural municipality, has the highest number of blacks, contributing 

97.8%, while Govan Mbeki has the lowest number of black people in 

the entire Gert Sibande District Municipality (GSDM) area. In contrast 

to all the municipalities, Govan Mbeki and Lekwa have over 10% of their 

population being white, 0.15% and 0.11% respectively, while Chief Albert 

Luthuli has the lowest number of white people. The trend throughout 

the GSDM is that there are more blacks, followed by whites, coloureds, 

then the Asian population, with the exception of Lekwa, where there are 

more coloureds than whites.

Left to right: Construction workers hard at work during the construction of a ring road at Extension 5 in Weselton, Msukaligwa Local Municipality; 
The MEC for Community Safety, Security and Liaison in Mpumalanga, Mr Vusi Shongwe, leads the Executive Mayors of Gert Sibande District 
Municipality and Msukaligwa Local Municipality, Councillor Mishack Nhlabathi and Councillor Sipho Bongwe, as well as the Speaker for Gert 
Sibande District Municipal Council, Councillor Snana Dhlamini, during the opening and launch of a water reticulation project at Khayelihle in Ermelo, 
Msukaligwa Local Municipality; The political leaderships of Gert Sibande District Municipality and Msukaligwa Local Municipality join municipal 
officials during the launch of graders at Emadamini, Thusi Village in Wesselton, Msukaligwa Local Municipality. 
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